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More birds can be seen in Michigan in the month of May than in any other month of the year. Permanent 
residents, like cardinals, chickadees and nuthatches can be seen in all months, but through this month, 
the last and largest wave of migrants return from the south. If they have all returned by the end of May, 
wouldn’t June or July also share the honor of most birds? Not quite. A number of our migrants are just 
passing through, overwintering south of us, but breeding mostly to our north in Canada. 
 
Ornithologists estimate that North America has lost about 
fifty percent of its tropical migrant songbirds in the past 
forty years. Not species, necessarily, but numbers of birds 
of all species across the board. These include mostly birds 
that have no business showing up at your bird feeder 
(insectivores), but are evident in the bushes and tree tops to 
the discerning eye and ear - warblers, vireos, buntings and 
flycatchers. It is scary to think that all these birds may very 
well all be endangered in another forty years, and it is 
equally frustrating to know that the reasons for their decline 
are obvious and rectifiable. Yet, there seems to be no main-
stream societal concern, much less, awareness, of these 
birds or their plight.  
 
Very simply, you can’t care about something if you don’t  
know about it. We believe the majority of Americans 
would be very concerned if they only knew, and many of 
them would want to know how to curtail songbird decline, 
then, perhaps, do their part to implement steps. 
 
Governmental  agencies,  from the  federal level  on down,  
devote little toward declining non-game species until they  
become listed. In all fairness, the agencies’ hands are tied due to dwindling budgets and limited 
manpower. These agencies need to be supplied the resources to do their jobs, but the citizenry needs to 
become aware of the gravity of the situation and voice its support. 
 
Our so-called “Age of Information” has inundated us with such a flood of it - some important, most 
mundane - it is becoming increasingly difficult to spot the critical information among the sea of static. A 
current case in point… The continuing, uncontrolled spread of oil over the Gulf of Mexico has yet to 
crack front page coverage in the Lansing State Journal.  The majority of stories pale in comparison to 
what is being called the worst (and continuing to worsen) domestic environmental disaster in decades. 
 
This weekend we are offering two opportunities surrounding our declining migrant songbirds. The first 
is Friday night’s showing of a 60-minute video, entitled On a Wing and a Prayer.  This program delves 
into the causes of the decline in graphic detail while also illustrating avian adaptations to the hardships 
of migration. On Saturday morning, a local birding tour is followed by a home-made brunch here. Check 
the details below.    

   -Jim McGrath 

The colorful Cape May Warbler is one of many 
neo-tropical migrants in decline.      © Steve Sage  



FRIDAY NIGHT AT NATURE DISCOVERY   
Friday, May 7.  7:00 to 10:00pm. Adults & Families. 

Join us for a spring evening of indoor and outdoor 
experiences as the sun sets. We’ll lead a walk around 
our vernal pond, loud with the trills of gray tree frogs 
and toads, while also identifying birds, bugs and other 
spring activity. 
 
At 7:30 we will show a 60-minute video, On a Wing & 
a Prayer, that explains in graphic detail why 
populations of our tropical migrant songbirds, like 
warblers, vireos, buntings and flycatchers are 
undergoing rapid and alarming declines within our 
lifetime. Whether you have a strong personal interest in 
birds  or  not,  everyone  should  see  this  program  to 

                                                                              understand  this  largely unknown trend. (See our  
                                                                              related ecotour on the next page.) 
 
After dark, we’ll walk the trails again to marvel at the huge number of glowworms, firefly larvae, that 
emit pinpoints of dim light on the ground that look like distant stars in the blackness around us. 
 
As always, our huge collection of Michigan snakes, turtles, frogs and salamanders is available. Hold a 
snake. Drop a cricket to a frog.  Witness the “Grand Slam of Michigan Turtles.” You can see all ten 
species at no other facility in the state!  
 
A $3/person donation is requested. 
 
BIRD ‘N’ BRUNCH 
Saturday, May 8. 6:30am to Noon. Adults. 
Don’t let the early start time scare you off.  Schedule a nap in the 
afternoon. We need to get out while the birds are at their most 
active! After meeting here, Jim will lead the group to a number 
of locations and habitats in the area. Our goal is to tally as many 
species as possible in our five-hour excursion. Jim will supply 
checklists for all participants plus keep the spotting scope and 
“birdpod” available for enhanced viewing. Afterward, we’ll 
return to our nature center where we’ll converse over a hearty 
brunch prepared and served by Carol. Bring binoculars. 
 
$30/person. Spaces are limited, so contact us to reserve a spot. 
 
 
 
SPRING & SUMMER ARE BUSY IN THIS LINE OF WORK! 
If the number of offerings seems light in this issue, get ready for more abbreviated monthly issues right 
through the summer. Nature Discovery’s services are booked heavily in these months, especially on 
weekends. You may have an opportunity to catch one of our presentations at a nature center, state park 
or library almost anywhere in the state. We’ll list some of our destinations and dates in each issue. 
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Gray tree frogs in Nature Discovery’s rich vernal pond.

 The Ovenbird will be one of many tallies on Saturday’s trip.     © Steve Sage



DDOONN’’TT  FFOORRGGEETT……  EEnnrroollll  iinn  OOuurr                        
SSuummmmeerr  DDaayy  CCaammppss  &&  FFiieelldd  TTrriippss  NNooww!!    

CChheecckk  NNaattuurree  DDiissccoovveerryy’’ss  wweebbssiittee  ((wwwwww..nnaattuurreeddiissccoovveerryy..nneett))  ffoorr  ddeettaaiillss..  
  

  
KKIIRRTTLLAANNDD’’SS  WWAARRBBLLEERR  WWIILLDDLLIIFFEE  FFEESSTTIIVVAALL  
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaayy  1155..  
KKiirrttllaanndd  CCoommmmuunniittyy  CCoolllleeggee  iinn  RRoossccoommmmoonn,,  MMII,,  hhoossttss  
tthhiiss  eevveenntt  eevveerryy  MMaayy..  SSeeee  eennddaannggeerreedd  KKiirrttllaanndd’’ss  
WWaarrbblleerrss  oonn  gguuiiddeedd  ttoouurrss  tthhrroouugghh  tthheeiirr  hhaabbiittaatt..  AAtttteenndd  
ootthheerr  MMiicchhiiggaann  wwiillddlliiffee  pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  aanndd  ttoouurrss  
tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  ddaayy..  JJiimm  wwiillll  bbee  lleeaaddiinngg  aa  bbiirrddiinngg  ttoouurr  iinn  
tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg,,  tthheenn  pprreesseennttiinngg  oonn  MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  GGiiaanntt  SSiillkk  
MMootthhss  iinn  tthhee  aafftteerrnnoooonn..  VViissiitt  wwwwww..wwaarrbblleerr..kkiirrttllaanndd..eedduu  
ffoorr  eevveenntt  ddeettaaiillss..  
  

  
  
BBIIRRDD,,  KKAAYYAAKK  &&  HHIIKKEE  SSOOUUTTHHEERRNN  IILLLLIINNOOIISS    
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuunnee  1122  ((aamm))  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy,,  JJuunnee  1188  ((ppmm))..  
IIff  yyoouu’’vvee  nneevveerr  bbeeeenn  tthhrroouugghh  ssoouutthheerrnn  IIlllliinnooiiss,,  iitt  iiss  nnootthhiinngg  lliikkee  tthhee  ffllaatt  ccoorrnnffiieellddss  ttoo  tthhee  nnoorrtthh..  RRoolllliinngg  
hhiillllss  ooff  ffoorreessttss  aanndd  ccyypprreessss  sswwaammppss  ddoommiinnaattee  mmuucchh  ooff  iitt..    OOnnee  ccyypprreessss  sswwaammpp  wwhhiicchh  wwee  wwiillll  bbiirrdd  aanndd  
eexxpplloorree  bbyy  kkaayyaakk  aanndd  bbyy  ffoooott,,  iiss  oovveerr  1100,,000000  aaccrreess  iinn  ssiizzee..  IItt  iiss  aallssoo  tthhee  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssiittee  ooff  DDrr..  JJeeffff  HHoooovveerr,,  
aann  oorrnniitthhoollooggiisstt  wwhhoossee  rreesseeaarrcchh  oonn  tthhee  eeffffeeccttss  ooff  ccoowwbbiirrdd  ppaarraassiittiissmm  oonn  PPrrootthhoonnoottaarryy  WWaarrbblleerrss  aanndd  ootthheerr  
ssppeecciieess  iiss  ffeeaattuurreedd  iinn  tthhee  vviiddeeoo  wwee  aarree  sshhoowwiinngg  hheerree  oonn  FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaayy  77..  DDrr..  HHoooovveerr  hhaass  ooffffeerreedd  ttoo  ssppeenndd  
aa  ppoorrttiioonn  ooff  aa  ddaayy  ggiivviinngg  uuss  aa  ttoouurr  ooff  hhiiss  rreesseeaarrcchh  ssiittee  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  eexxppllaannaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ddeettaaiillss  aanndd  ffiinnddiinnggss  
ooff  hhiiss  rreesseeaarrcchh..  
  

$$660000  iinncclluuddeess  aallll  ttrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn,,  llooddggiinngg  ((ddoouubbllee  ooccccuuppaannccyy)),,  aanndd  nneeaarrllyy  aallll  mmeeaallss..  IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  yyoouurr  oowwnn  
ppeerrssoonnaall  kkaayyaakk,,  wwee  wwiillll  aarrrraannggee  ttoo  ttrraannssppoorrtt  iitt..  OOtthheerrwwiissee,,  wwee  ccaann  aarrrraannggee  ffoorr  yyoouu  ttoo  rreenntt  oonnee  ffoorr  aann  
eexxttrraa  ffeeee..  WWee  aarree  ssttiillll  sshhooppppiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  bbeesstt  rraatteess  ffoorr  aa  wweeeekk--lloonngg  rreennttaall..  CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ffoorr  ccoossttss  oorr  ffoorr  mmoorree  
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..  AA  5500%%  nnoonn--rreeffuunnddaabbllee  ddeeppoossiitt  iiss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  rreesseerrvvee  aa  ssppaaccee..  SSppaacceess  aarree  lliimmiitteedd,,  ssoo  ccoonnttaacctt  
uuss  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  ttoo  mmaakkee  aa  rreesseerrvvaattiioonn..  
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Kirtland’s Warbler.    –www.birdwatchersdigest.com 


